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‘Dear Mr Bennett

INCLUSION OF DOMESTICATED KOI FISH ON THE NATIONAL ORNAMENTAL
FISH GREY LIST

Thank you for your letter of 20 May 2009 concerning the status of Koi carp. | apologise
for the delay in responding.

As you know, the Ornamental Fish Management Implementation Group (OFMIG) Is
progressing the actions identified in the national strategy, A Strategic Approach to the
Management of Oramental Fish in Australia.

The “consultation draft” of the national strategy was distributed as part of extensive, and
ongoing, consultation associated with the reform of the management of ornamental fish
in Australia. Submissions received (including those from Koi associations) were
incorporated into the document with the final strategy endorsed in 2006 by the Natural
Resource Management Ministerial Council. Please find enclosed a copy of the finalised
document.

The Department of Fisheries’ (the Department) current focus is on having the species
included in the Noxious Fish List in Appendix 2 of the national strategy added to the
Western Australian noxious fish list in the Fish Resources Management Regulations
1995. These species were subject to broad consultation prior to being added to the
National Noxious Fish List.

Once this initial listing has been achieved, the Department will commence the process
of consultation for species identified in the “Grey List” in Appendix 2 of the national
strategy. Koi carp are contained on this list. This consultation will provide opportunity
for input from all identified stakeholder groups.

Species listed on the “Grey List” have already been assessed using a framework
developed by the OFMIG. The assessment was undertaken by scientists and industry
representatives at meetings convened by the Bureau of Rural Sciences and considered
the risk of particular species establishing in the wild and their potential environmental

impact. The process identified species that were considered high and low risk and
species that were of direct importance to the aquarium trade and hobby sector.
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